“Seeds of change : Shivalingegowda’s agricultural revolution with RAWE”
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Introduction: Shivalinge Gowda, a diligent farmer from village S. I. Hagalahalli, Maddur taluk, found himself at across roads in his agricultural journey. Before his encounter with the RAWE program, Shivalinge Gowda's farming practices were anchored in tradition, relying on conventional ragi varieties sourced from local seed shops. Unaware of the transformative potential of seed treatment and advanced crop management techniques, Shivalinge Gowda grappled with persistent challenges such as pest infestations and disease outbreaks,
which not only jeopardized his crop yield but also escalated cultivation costs.
Technology Intervention: Enter the RAWE program—an enlightening initiative that would reshape Shivalinge Gowda's approach to farming. Through a series of immersive training sessions related to integrated crop management and method demonstrations on seed treatment with bioagents, Shivalinge Gowda was introduced to a wealth of knowledge and innovative practices. The intricacies of seed treatment using a carefully curated blend of fungicides, insecticides, and biofertilizers were unveiled, empowering Shivalinge Gowda to fortify his crops against the on slaught of pests and diseases. Moreover, the programs hed light on then uancedart of variety selection, emphasizing the importance of choosing the right cultivar for each season. Shivalinge Gowda meticulously implemented the recommended crop management practices, from optimizing seed rates to executing integrated pest and disease management strategies for his 1.5acres with precision.

Outcome/ Impact: The impact of Shivalinge Gowda's new found knowledge and dedication was nothing short of transformative. As the season progressed, the fields once plagued by pest infestations and disease outbreaks now thrived with vitality and resilience. The efficacy of seed treatment became apparent as Shivalinge Gowda witnessed a marked reduction in pest-related damages, resulting in substantial savings on cultivation costs around Rs. 3000/-   for pesticide spray. The Indaf-9 Ragi variety, with its superior yield potential of 12-14 quintal/acre and unique features, stood as a testament to Shivalinge Gowda's commitment to embracing innovation and excellence in agriculture.

Today, Shivalinge Gowda's success story serves as an inspiration to fellow farmers and agricultural entrepreneurs. His journey from conventional farming practices to embracing cutting-edge techniques underscores the transformative power of extension education and awareness in shaping the future of agriculture. As Shivalinge Gowda continues to follow the path of innovation and sustainability, his story stands as a beam of hope and illuminating the way forward for a brighter, more resilient agricultural landscape.

       “Harvesting Success: A Farmer's Journey to Sustainable Prosperity”
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Introduction: Madhu Kumar, a diligent farmer from the quaint village of Anchedoddi in the Malavalli Taluk of Mandya district, has been cultivating his one-acre land for years, primarily focusing on cucumbers. Before the Rural Agricultural Work Experience (RAWE) program intervened, Madhu followed conventional farming practices, unaware of the potential benefits of biofertilizers. His cost of cultivation stood at a hefty Rs. 49,000, yielding a modest 12 tons per acre. The winds of change swept through Madhu's fields with the implementation of the RAWE program. Through field demonstrations, information centers, and engaging evening programs, Madhu was introduced to the myriad benefits of biofertilizers such as trichoderma, pseudomonas, and phosphorus-solubilizing bacteria. Empowered with newfound knowledge, Madhu embraced a more sustainable approach, gradually reducing his dependence on chemical inputs.
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Technology Intervention: Attending evening program conducted by RAWEP students on topics like organic farming, biocontrol agents, biofertilizers, and integrated nutrient and pest management proved transformative for Madhu. Inspired by these sessions, he made significant changes in his field, transitioning to organic farming methods. This shift not only improved the health of his soil but also led to a remarkable increase in crop yield. Madhu's cucumber harvest surged to an impressive 14 tons per acre, representing a substantial improvement from his previous yields. Moreover, the cost of cultivation plummeted to Rs. 38,000 per acre, showcasing the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of his revamped farming techniques.
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Outcome / Impact: Madhu's success story radiates hope and inspiration throughout his community. His journey exemplifies the tangible benefits of embracing sustainable agricultural practices and harnessing the power of biofertilizers. Beyond the financial gains, Madhu's commitment to environmental stewardship underscores the significance of preserving and nurturing natural resources for future generations. As Madhu continues to tread the path of innovation and sustainability, his story resonates as a testament                                             to the transformative impact of knowledge and perseverance in agriculture. With each bountiful harvest, he not only reaps the fruits of his labor but also sows the seeds of a greener, more resilient future for agriculture in his community and beyond. Madhu Kumar stands as a shining example of how dedication, education, and sustainable practices can revolutionize farming and pave the way for a brighter tomorrow.

 "Boosting Coconut Yield: Hanumanthu's Success with Pest Management and INM"
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Introduction: Mr. Hanumanthu is a progressive farmer from Anchedoddi village of Malavalli taluk, Mandya district. He owns 5 acres of agricultural land. The major crop grown is coconut on 4 acres of land, with Napier grass as an intercrop. In another acre, he cultivates paddy. Hanmanthu encountered significant challenges in his coconut plantation, primarily due to infestations of mites and red palm weevils. These pests caused a notable decline in both the quantity and quality of tender coconuts produced per infected tree.

Technology Intervention: Recognizing the severity of the situation, a group of students participating in the Rural Agricultural Work Experience (RAWE) program identified these issues. To address the infestations, they suggested a solution involving root feeding with Monocrotophos 36SL, a pesticide diluted in water. The students not only recommended this treatment but also provided practical guidance by demonstrating the root feeding procedure.

Moreover, they actively participated in implementing the solution by personally administering root feeding for 20 plants within the coconut plantation. This collaborative effort between Hanmanthu and the RAWE students aimed to mitigate the impact of pests on the coconut plantation and enhance its productivity. Before the implementation of root feeding, he faced mite infestation in his coconut plantation, resulting in the production of around 50 coconuts per infected tree, many of which were damaged. However, after the root feeding intervention, remarkable recovery was observed in the previously infected trees. 
Outcome / Impact: Now, they have harvested nearly 110 tender coconuts from these trees, showcasing a significant improvement in yield and quality. This outcome has left him and his team extremely pleased with the results, prompting them to plan root feeding for the remaining trees once they receive rainfall. Additionally, demonstrations of Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) practices in his coconut field yielded promising results. After two months, when the nuts were harvested from the treated trees, he noticed drastic changes in their weight compared to those from other trees. Previously, the nuts weighed between 600-700g, but now they weigh approximately 1kg each. This significant increase in nut weight can be attributed to the adoption of INM practices. While he traditionally applied only farmyard manure (FYM) to his fields, for this particular tree, a combination of FYM, urea, neem cake, potash, borax, and zinc sulfate was applied, leading to the observed positive changes.
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                "Transforming Sugarcane Cultivation: A Farmer's Journey Towards   Sustainability"

Introduction: Mr. Ningegowda, a forward-thinking farmer hailing from Anchedoddi village in Malavalli taluk, Mandya district, Karnataka, oversees a total of 2 and a half acres of land, with 1 and a half acres benefitting from irrigation while the remaining 1 acre is designated as dry land. His farming endeavors predominantly focus on cultivating sugarcane across 1 acre and coconut across the remaining 1 and a half acres. In the previous farming season, after receiving guidance from our agricultural students regarding various sugarcane varieties showcased in their crop museum, Ningegowda made a pivotal decision to transition from an unknown variety to the Bahubali variety. This strategic shift was based on the knowledge and insights shared by our team, emphasizing the importance of selecting suitable varieties tailored to the local conditions and market demands.

Technology Intervention: One significant aspect of knowledge acquisition for Ningegowda came through interactions with the RAWE students, particularly regarding the management of sugarcane trash. Initially perplexed about how to handle the leftover debris from sugarcane harvesting without resorting to burning, Ningegowda sought guidance from the knowledgeable students. In response, they suggested utilizing sugarcane trash as mulch, a practice known as "mulching." Furthermore, to accelerate the decomposition process of the trash and concurrently enrich the soil with organic nutrients, the students recommended the application of waste decomposer. This innovative approach not only addresses the environmental concerns associated with burning but also harnesses the potential of agricultural waste to enhance soil fertility and crop productivity.

Outcome/ Impact: Following the adoption of trash management techniques in his 1-acre sugarcane field, Ningegowda has made notable improvements. He utilized sugarcane trash as mulch in the spaces between the rows and supplemented it with waste decomposer. Since implementing these practices, he has observed a significant increase in the rate of decomposition compared to previous methods. This positive development has left Ningegowda satisfied with the progress made thus far. He anticipates further benefits in the upcoming harvest, expecting a better yield and sugarcane of enhanced quality. This optimistic outlook reflects his confidence in the efficacy of sustainable farming practices and demonstrates his commitment to continuously improving his agricultural methods for better outcomes.

"Nutrient Magic: Gopal's Coconut Farming Success Story"
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Introduction: Mr. Gopal, a farmer from Anchedoddi village in Malavalli taluk, Mandya district, Karnataka, owns 3 acres of land primarily dedicated to coconut cultivation in irrigated fields. Additionally, he grows minor crops such as Napier grass and sugarcane. One of the major challenges he faced was nut falling and mite infestation, identified by  RAWE students as a result of micronutrient deficiency. He could barely harvest 70 nuts per tree per year. Attending our method demonstration on Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) practices provided him with the knowledge to address this issue.

Technology Intervention: In a half-acre plot, he experimented with implementing INM practices. He purchased urea, DAP, potash, neem cake, borax, and ZnSO4 from the nearby Raitha Samparka Kendra in Malavalli Kasaba, and utilized farm yard manure (FYM) prepared through the pit method of composting.

Impact: Gopal has witnessed a significant transformation in his coconut plantation following the implementation of Integrated Nutrient Management (INM) practices. Notably, there has been a remarkable reduction in mite infestation, and the yield and quality of nuts have substantially improved compared to the untreated one-acre section of coconut trees.

Previously, in the infected trees, he could harvest approximately 70 nuts per tree. However, after adopting INM practices, the yield has almost doubled, with each tree now producing nearly 150 nuts. This impressive increase in yield has convinced him of the effectiveness of INM, leading him to consider implementing it for every tree annually.

Mr. Gopal expresses his satisfaction with the results obtained from the managed trees, highlighting the positive impact of adopting sustainable Integrated Nutrition Management (INM) practices on his farm's productivity and overall well-being. As he mentioned too much chemical fertilizers with soil testing will leads to increased cost and compromising with soil health of the farm, which is having long term impact. Neibouring farmers from the same and nearby villagers were visited his farm and get delighted and he has become role model in managing and adopting cost lowering technologies. 
